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Meaning Activation Process of a Pun Is Modulated by Salience:

Evidence Form a Chinese Visual World Paradigm Study
WL RZE K

Abstract: The present study adopted the printed-word visual world
paradigm to investigate the meaning activation process during Chinese pun
comprehension. In such experiments, participants usually listen to spoken
sentence while looking at a visual display of four printed words, which are
either semantically or phonologically related to the spoken target word or
unrelated to the target word in neither way. Previous research based on
alphabetic languages found robust phonological effects (participants fixated
more at phonological competitors than distractors during the unfolding of
the spoken target words), while controversy remains regarding the existence
of a similar semantic effect. A recent Chinese study reported reliable
semantic effects in two experiments, suggesting that Chinese participants
could actively map the semantic input from the auditory modality with the
semantic information retrieved from printed words. In the present study, two
experimental conditions were designed: a replication condition to test the
validity of using the printed-word world paradigm in Chinese semantic
research, and a pun condition to assess the role played by salience during
pun comprehension. Indeed, global analyses revealed robust semantic
effects in both experimental conditions, where participants were found more
attracted to the semantic competitors than the distractors with the emergence
of the targets words. More importantly, time-bin analyses from the pun
condition showed that the participants were more attracted to semantic
competitors related to the salient meaning of a pun than those related to the
less salient meanings within 200 ms after target word offset. This finding
suggests that the salient meaning of a pun is activated and assessed faster
than its less salient counterpart. This initial advantage observed in the
present study, is consistent with the prediction of the graded salience
hypothesis but not that of the direct access model.

Keywords: meaning activation, salience, Chinese pun, visual world

paradigm
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A Rhetoric-based Proposal on the Development of

Corporeal Narratology
hFiEERE IRE

Abstract: As a result of the “somatic turn”, embodiment studies have
gradually permeated many branches of contemporary narratology, from
which the corporeal narratology rises. In order to form an overview of such
a newly-emerged discipline of postclassical narratology, this article traces
back the history and key issues of corporeal narratology, the major
contributions to which are from Peter Brooks and Daniel Punday. For a
modification and expansion of its theoretical frame, corporeal narratological
methodology is combined with narrative communication model in James
Phelan’s rhetorical narrative theories. This new model reverses Daniel
Punday’s separated interpretation based on classical narratology
categorizations. Instead, the model offers a comprehensive interpretation
pattern including all the major aspects in Punday’s theories. Positioned as
one special case of James Phelan’s Author-Resources-Actual Reader
general model, this corporeal narrative communication model makes it
easier to see the two-way narrative communications from the body
perspective. An example of practical interpretation process would be shown
in illustration of the character bodies in the short story “The Story of an
Hour”.

Keywords: corporeal narratology, Daniel Punday, narrative communication
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